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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action has been issued in response to amendment filed 16 June 2008. Claims 
1-28 are pending. Applicants' arguments have been carefully and respectfully considered in 
light of the instant amendment and are not persuasive as to claims 1-28. But is persuasive as 
they relate to the objection of the specification. As such the examiner withdraws the objection of 
the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hogan 
et al. (Patent No US 5,483,587), hereinafter Hogan, in view of Eran (Pub. No US 
2005/0069114 Al). 

4. With respect to claim 1, Hogan discloses a method of entering a host into a new 
conference call (Column 1, lines 34-38; i.e. the provided to control the setup, origination. . .of the 
conference call), the method comprising at least the following: 
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a. receiving a call from a given caller at a VRU (Column 7, lines 14-21); 

b. receiving at least a conference code from the given caller at the VRU (Column 14, 
lines 39-45; i.e. caller simply pressing a number on the keypad corresponding to the 
conference call selection); 

c. forwarding the conference code to a proxy server (Column 1, lines 44-52; i.e. 
proxy server = operator console forwards the information to a call controller); 

d. sending a request to the proxy server to enter the given caller into a conference 
call (Column 1, lines 59-65; i.e. the conference call controller originates a call to a first 
conference participant); 

e. determining, by the proxy server, that the request from the VRU relates to 
conferencing services (Column 11, lines 64-67 and continued through Column 12, lines 
1-3; i.e. proxy server = conference call controller, VRU = operator console) ; 

f. forwarding, by the proxy server, the request to a conference management system 
(Column 15, lines 29-32), which comprises at least a data store and at least one interface 
server receiving the request (Column 15, lines 29-32; i.e. data store = database, interface 
server receiving allocation database); 

g. determining that the given caller is a conference host (Column 23, lines 15-18; i.e. 
host = leader); 

h. determining that at least one participant has called in previously to the given 
caller (Column 19, lines 26-32; i.e. previously = remind the participant why they are 
being contacted and whether or no they still want to participate) and has provided a 
conference code that is at least related to the conference code entered by the given caller 
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(Column 20, lines 63-67 and continued through Column 21, lines 1-4; i.e. conference 
code entered = upon input from the participant.); 

i. requesting that a new conference be created that corresponds to the conference 
code entered by the given caller (Column 15, lines 33-35; i.e. a new conference = unique 
conference ID to the specific conference requested by the caller.); 
j. generating a unique identifier for the new conference (Column 15, lines 33-35; 
i.e. a unique identifier = unique conference); 

k. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 

the new conference (Column 15, lines 29-35). Hogan does not disclose 

1. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers; 

m. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU; 

n. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU; 

o. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 

the new conference, and the mixer identifier; and 

p. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication. However, Eran 
discloses assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers (Page 3, [0035], 
lines 2-11; i.e. each analyze and enhance unit is assigned to a single participant. . .that will 
be routed via switch to the mixer); 

q. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 
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r. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU 
(Page 3, [0036], lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

s. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier ( Page 4, [0044], lines 8-10; i.e. mixer 
identifier = appropriate mixer, infers mixers are identified); and 
t. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Hogan with the teachings of Eran to include a mixer. In 
order to make signal processing of the calls easier and less expensive, and to allow amplification 
of the received signal at a frequency other than what was sent. 

5. With respect to claim 24, Hogan discloses a method of entering a conference call 
participant into a new conference call (Column 1, lines 34-38; i.e. the provided to control the 
setup, origination. . .of the conference call), the method comprising at least the following: 

a. receiving a call from a given caller at a VRU (Column 7, lines 14-21); 

b. receiving at least a conference code from the given caller at the VRU (Column 14, 
lines 39-45; i.e. caller simply pressing a number on the keypad corresponding to the 
conference call selection); 

c. forwarding the conference code to a proxy server (Column 1, lines 44-52; i.e. 
proxy server = operator console forwards the information to a call controller); 
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d. sending a request to the proxy server to enter the given caller into a conference 
call (Column 1, lines 59-65; i.e. the conference call controller originates a call to a first 
conference participant); 

e. determining, by the proxy server, that the request from the VRU relates to 
conferencing services (Column 11, lines 64-67 and continued through Column 12, lines 
1-3; i.e. proxy server = conference call controller, VRU = operator console); 

f. forwarding, by the proxy server, the request to a conference management system 
(Column 15, lines 29-32), which comprises at least a data store and at least one interface 
server receiving the request (Column 15, lines 29-32; i.e. data store = database, interface 
server receiving allocation database); 

g. determining that the given caller is a conference participant (Column 23, lines 15- 
18; i.e. participant = leader); 

h. requesting that a new conference be created that corresponds to the conference 
code entered by the given caller (Column 15, lines 33-35; i.e. a new conference = unique 
conference ID to the specific conference requested by the caller.); 

i. generating a unique identifier for the new conference (Column 15, lines 33-35; 
i.e. a unique identifier = unique conference); 

j. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 

the new conference (Column 15, lines 29-35). Hogan does not disclose 

k. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers; 

1. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU; 

m. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU; 
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n. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier; and 

o. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication. However, Eran 
discloses assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers (Page 3, [0035], 
lines 2-11; i.e. each analyze and enhance unit is assigned to a single participant. . .that will 
be routed via switch to the mixer); 

p. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

q. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU 
(Page 3, [0036], lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

r. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier ( Page 4, [0044], lines 8-10; i.e. mixer 
identifier = appropriate mixer, infers mixers are identified); and 
s. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Hogan with the teachings of Eran to include a mixer. In 
order to make signal processing of the calls easier and less expensive, and to allow amplification 
of the received signal at a frequency other than what was sent. 
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6. With respect to claim 25, Hogan discloses a method of entering a conference call 
participant into a new conference call, the method comprising at least the following: 

a. receiving a call from a given caller at a VRU (Column 7, lines 14-21); 

b. receiving at least a conference code from the given caller at the VRU (Column 14, 
lines 39-45; i.e. caller simply pressing a number on the keypad corresponding to the 
conference call selection); 

c. forwarding the conference code to a proxy server (Column 1, lines 44-52; i.e. 
proxy server = operator console forwards the information to a call controller); 

d. sending a request to the proxy server to enter the given caller into a conference 
call (Column 1, lines 59-65; i.e. the conference call controller originates a call to a first 
conference participant); 

e. determining, by the proxy server, that the request from the VRU relates to 
conferencing services (Column 11, lines 64-67 and continued through Column 12, lines 
1-3; i.e. proxy server = conference call controller, VRU = operator console); 

f. forwarding, by the proxy server, the request to a conference management system 
(Column 15, lines 29-32), which comprises at least a data store and at least one interface 
server receiving the request (Column 15, lines 29-32; i.e. data store = database, interface 
server receiving allocation database); 

g. determining that the given caller is a conference participant (Column 23, lines 15- 
18; i.e. participant = leader); 

a. generating a unique identifier for the new conference (Column 15, lines 33-35; 
i.e. a unique identifier = unique conference); 



Application/Control Number: 10/814,861 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2157 

b. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference (Column 15, lines 29-35). Hogan does not disclose 

c. requesting that the given caller be placed on hold until a conference host 
associated with the conference code calls in; and 

d. when the conference host calls in, performing at least the following: assigning the 
new conference to one of a plurality of mixers; 

e. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers; 
f providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU; 

g. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU; 

h. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier; and 

i. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication. However, Eran 
discloses requesting that the given caller be placed on hold (Page 1, [0010], lines 1-5) 
until a conference host associated with the conference code calls in (Page 2, [0012], lines 

1- 4; i.e. host = chairman, decides to mute the noisy conferee or not). 

j. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers (Page 3, [0035], lines 

2- 11; i.e. each analyze and enhance unit is assigned to a single participant. . .that will be 
routed via switch to the mixer); 

k. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 
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1. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU 
(Page 3, [0036], lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

m. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier ( Page 4, [0044], lines 8-10; i.e. mixer 
identifier = appropriate mixer, infers mixers are identified); and 
n. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Hogan with the teachings of Eran to include a mixer. In 
order to make signal processing of the calls easier and less expensive, and to allow amplification 
of the received signal at a frequency other than what was sent. 

7. With respect to claim 26, Hogan discloses a method of entering a conference call 
participant into a new conference call, the method comprising at least the following: 

g. receiving a call from a given caller at a VRU (Column 7, lines 14-21); 

h. receiving at least a conference code from the given caller at the VRU (Column 14, 
lines 39-45; i.e. caller simply pressing a number on the keypad corresponding to the 
conference call selection); 

i. forwarding the conference code to a proxy server (Column 1, lines 44-52; i.e. 
proxy server = operator console forwards the information to a call controller); 
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j. sending a request to the proxy server to enter the given caller into a conference 
call (Column 1, lines 59-65; i.e. the conference call controller originates a call to a first 
conference participant); 

k. determining, by the proxy server, that the request from the VRU relates to 
conferencing services (Column 11, lines 64-67 and continued through Column 12, lines 
1-3; i.e. proxy server = conference call controller, VRU = operator console); 
1. forwarding, by the proxy server, the request to a conference management system 
(Column 15, lines 29-32), which comprises at least a data store and at least one interface 
server receiving the request (Column 15, lines 29-32; i.e. data store = database, interface 
server receiving allocation database); 

h. determining that the given caller is a conference participant (Column 23, lines 15- 
18; i.e. participant = leader); 

o. generating a unique identifier for the new conference (Column 15, lines 33-35; 

i. e. a unique identifier = unique conference); 

p. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 

the new conference (Column 15, lines 29-35). Hogan does not disclose 

q. requesting that the given caller be connected with at least a further caller 

temporarily until a conference host associated with the conference code calls in; and 

when the conference host calls in, performing at least the following: 

r. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers; 

s. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU; 

t. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU; 
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u. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier; and 

v. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication. However, Eran 
discloses requesting that the given caller be connected with at least a further caller 
temporarily (Page 1, [0010], lines 1-5; i.e. the conferee may be connected to the 
conference) until a conference host associated with the conference code calls in (Page 2, 
[0012], lines 1-4; i.e. host = chairman). 

w. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers (Page 3, [0035], lines 
2-11; i.e. each analyze and enhance unit is assigned to a single participant. . .that will be 
routed via switch to the mixer); 

x. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

y. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU 
(Page 3, [0036], lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

z. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier ( Page 4, [0044], lines 8-10; i.e. mixer 
identifier = appropriate mixer, infers mixers are identified); and 
aa. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5). 



Application/Control Number: 10/814,861 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2157 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Hogan with the teachings of Eran to include a mixer. In 
order to make signal processing of the calls easier and less expensive, and to allow amplification 
of the received signal at a frequency other than what was sent. 

8. With respect to claim 27, Hogan discloses a method of entering a host into a new 
conference call (Column 1, lines 34-38; i.e. the provided to control the setup, origination. . .of the 
conference call), the method comprising at least the following: 

a. receiving a call from a given caller at a VRU (Column 7, lines 14-21); 

b. receiving at least a conference code from the given caller at the VRU (Column 14, 
lines 39-45; i.e. caller simply pressing a number on the keypad corresponding to the 
conference call selection); 

c. forwarding the conference code to a proxy server (Column 1, lines 44-52; i.e. 
proxy server = operator console forwards the information to a call controller); 

d. sending a request to the proxy server to enter the given caller into a conference 
call (Column 1, lines 59-65; i.e. the conference call controller originates a call to a first 
conference participant); 

e. determining, by the proxy server, that the request from the VRU relates to 
conferencing services (Column 11, lines 64-67 and continued through Column 12, lines 
1-3; i.e. proxy server = conference call controller, VRU = operator console) ; 

f. forwarding, by the proxy server, the request to a conference management system 
(Column 15, lines 29-32), which comprises at least a data store and at least one interface 
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server, wherein the server receives the request (Column 15, lines 29-32; i.e. data store = 
database, interface server receiving allocation database); 

g. determining that an existing conference is at least related to the conference code 
entered by the given caller (Column 20, lines 63-67 and continued through Column 21, 
lines 1-4; i.e. conference code entered = upon input from the participant.); 

h. determining that the given caller is a conference host (Column 23, lines 15-18; i.e. 
host = leader); 

i. requesting that a new conference be created that corresponds to the conference 
code entered by the given caller (Column 15, lines 33-35; i.e. a new conference = unique 
conference ID to the specific conference requested by the caller.); 

j. generating a unique identifier for the new conference (Column 15, lines 33-35; 
i.e. a unique identifier = unique conference); 

k. obtaining from the data store at least the unique identifier for the existing new 
conference (Column 15, lines 29-35). Hogan does not disclose 
1. obtaining from the data store at least the unique identifier for the existing new 
conference and the mixer identifier related to the mixer hosting the existing 
conference; and 

m. placing the VRU to which the given caller is connected and the mixer hosting the 
existing conference in audio communication. However, Eran discloses obtaining from 
the data store at least the unique identifier for the existing new conference and the mixer 
identifier related to the mixer hosting the existing conference ( Page 4, [0044], lines 
8-10; i.e. mixer identifier = appropriate mixer, infers mixers are identified); and 
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n. placing the VRU to which the given caller is connected and the mixer hosting the 
existing conference in audio communication (Page 3, [0036], lines 1-5). 
It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Hogan with the teachings of Eran to include a mixer. In 
order to make signal processing of the calls easier and less expensive, and to allow amplification 
of the received signal at a frequency other than what was sent. 

9. With respect to claim 28, Hogan discloses a method of entering a host into a new 
conference call (Column 1, lines 34-38; i.e. the provided to control the setup, origination. . .of the 
conference call), the method comprising at least the following: 

a. receiving a call from a given caller at a VRU (Column 7, lines 14-21); 

b. receiving at least a conference code from the given caller at the VRU (Column 14, 
lines 39-45; i.e. caller simply pressing a number on the keypad corresponding to the 
conference call selection); 

c. forwarding the conference code to a proxy server (Column 1, lines 44-52; i.e. 
proxy server = operator console forwards the information to a call controller); 

d. sending a request to the proxy server to enter the given caller into a conference 
call (Column 1, lines 59-65; i.e. the conference call controller originates a call to a first 
conference participant); 

e. determining, by the proxy server, that the request from the VRU relates to 
conferencing services (Column 11, lines 64-67 and continued through Column 12, lines 
1-3; i.e. proxy server = conference call controller, VRU = operator console) ; 
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f. forwarding, by the proxy server, the request to a conference management system 
(Column 15, lines 29-32), which comprises at least a data store and at least one interface 
server receiving the request (Column 15, lines 29-32; i.e. data store = database, interface 
server receiving allocation database); 

g. determining that the caller is a conference host (Column 23, lines 15-18; i.e. host 
= leader); 

h. requesting that a new conference be created that corresponds to the conference 
code entered by the given caller (Column 15, lines 33-35; i.e. a new conference = unique 
conference ID to the specific conference requested by the caller.); 

i. generating a unique identifier for the new conference (Column 15, lines 33-35; 
i.e. a unique identifier = unique conference); 

j. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 

the new conference (Column 15, lines 29-35). Hogan does not disclose 

k. assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers; 

1. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU; 

m. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU; 

n. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 

the new conference, and the mixer identifier; and 

o. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication. However, Eran 
discloses assigning the new conference to one of a plurality of mixers (Page 3, [0035], 
lines 2-11; i.e. each analyze and enhance unit is assigned to a single participant. . .that will 
be routed via switch to the mixer); 
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p. providing the unique identifier to the one mixer and the VRU (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

q. providing a mixer identifier that uniquely identifies the one mixer to the VRU 
(Page 3, [0036], lines 1-5; i.e. unique identifier = enhanced streams from all the selected 
participants. . .each stream having a different mix); 

r. loading the data store with at least the conference code, the unique identifier for 
the new conference, and the mixer identifier ( Page 4, [0044], lines 8-10; i.e. mixer 
identifier = appropriate mixer, infers mixers are identified); and 
s. placing the VRU and the one mixer in audio communication (Page 3, [0036], 
lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Hogan with the teachings of Eran to include a mixer. In 
order to make signal processing of the calls easier and less expensive, and to allow amplification 
of the received signal at a frequency other than what was sent. 

10. With respect to claim 2, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above in 
addition Eran discloses determining a class of mixer associated with the conference code (Eran, 
Page 4, [0048], lines 3-7; i.e. appropriate mixer). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 3, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above in 
addition Eran discloses selecting a class of mixer to host the new conference based on the 
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conference code (Eran, Page 3, [0035], lines 5-8; i.e. selects all participants that will be routed 
...to the mixer). 

12. With respect to claim 4, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above in 
addition Eran discloses wherein assigning the new conference includes assigning the new 
conference to a mixer of a class associated with the conference code (Eran, Page 3, [0035], lines 
2-11; i.e. each analyze and enhance unit is assigned to a single participant. . .that will be routed 
via switch to the mixer). 

13. With respect to claim 5, Hogan discloses receiving at least a second call from a second 
caller seeking entry to the new conference call, wherein the at least second call is received at a 
further VRU (Hogan, Column 20, lines 63-67 continued though to Column 21, lines 1-4; i.e. if 
the conference participant wishes to join. . .occurs automatically upon input from the participant). 

14. With respect to claim 6, Hogan discloses disconnecting a communication link between a 
given conferee and the VRU (Hogan, Column 24, lines 36-42; Column 24, lines 8-11). 

15. With respect to claim 7, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 6 above in 
addition Eran discloses wherein disconnecting includes the given conferee entering at least one 
DTMF signal into a handset (Eran, Page 4, [0048], lines 1-8). 
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16. With respect to claim 8, Hogan discloses wherein disconnecting includes the given 
conferee hanging up a handset (Hogan, Column 24, lines 28-35). 

17. With respect to claim 9, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above in 
addition Eran discloses sending a disconnect message to the mixer hosting a conference to which 
a given conferee coupled (Eran, Page 4, [0048], lines 1-8). 

18. With respect to claim 10, Hogan discloses sending a disconnect message includes 
referencing at least one parameter that was associated with the given conferee when the given 
conferee entered the conference (Hogan, Column 24, lines 43-53). 

19. With respect to claim 1 1, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 above in 
addition Eran discloses muting of a single, selected conferee (Eran, Page 4, [0045], lines 1-9). 

20. With respect to claim 12, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 1 above in 
addition Eran discloses wherein muting includes at least in part referencing at least one 
parameter representing an order in which a plurality of conferees entered the conference (Eran, 
Page 4, [0045], lines 1-9; i.e.). 



21 . With respect to claim 13, Hogan discloses obtaining the parameter by requesting a roll 
call of the conferees (Hogan, Column 16, lines 19-31). 
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22. With respect to claim 14, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 12 above in 
addition Eran discloses obtaining the parameter via web-based interface (Eran, Page 2, [0022], 
lines 1-12; i.e. networks and multimedia conference control unit). 

23. With respect to claim 15, Hogan discloses locking at least one given conference such that 
no additional conferees may be added to the at least one given conference (Hogan, Column 13, 
lines 35-48; i.e. it is inherent that if a conference participant does not have a conference ID there 
will be no entry into that particular conference; Column 14, lines 46-54; i.e. a person would not 
setup a conference with participants that they did not want to access the conference = locked). 

24. With respect to claim 16, Hogan discloses wherein locking the at least one given 
conference is performed on a conferencing management system without involving a mixer 
hosting the at least one given conference (Hogan, Column 13, lines 35-51; i.e. conference 
management system = participant database, it is inherent that if a conference participant does not 
have a conference ID there will be no entry into that particular conference). 

25. With respect to claim 17, Hogan discloses wherein locking the at least one given 
conference is performed on at least one voice response unit receiving requests from the 
additional conferees, by direct access to a conferencing database (Hogan, Column 13, lines 35- 
51; i.e. conference management system = participant database, it is inherent that if a conference 
participant does not have a conference ID there will be no entry into that particular conference). 
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26. With respect to claim 18, Hogan discloses wherein locking the at least one given conferee 
is performed without involving a mixer hosting the at least one given conference (Hogan, 
Column 13, lines 35-48; i.e. it is inherent that if a conference participant does not have a 
conference ID there will be no entry into that particular conference; Column 14, lines 46-54; i.e. 
a person would not setup a conference with participants that they did not want to access the 
conference = locked). 

27. With respect to claim 19, Hogan discloses selectively deleting an individual conferee 
from a given conference (Hogan, Column 24, lines 36-42; i.e. deleting = releases). 

28. With respect to claim 20, Hogan discloses wherein deleting the at least one individual 
conferee includes referring to at least one parameter that is related to an order in which a 
plurality of conferees entered the given conference (Hogan, Column 16, lines 47-49; i.e. tracks 
the number of participants who have joined the conference and how many remain; Column 24, 
lines 36-42; i.e. deleting = releases). 

29. With respect to claim 2 1 , Hogan discloses obtaining the parameter via a roll call of 
conferees (Hogan, Column 16, lines 47-49; i.e. roll call = tracks the number of participants who 
have joined the conference and how many remain). 



30. With respect to claim 22, Hogan discloses obtaining the parameter by requesting a roll 
call of the conferees (Hogan, Column 16, lines 19-31). 
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With respect to claim 23, Hogan discloses outdialing from within the conference call to at least 
one third party (Column 23, lines 6 — 67; i.e. . . .originating a call to the other conference 
participant (outdialing). . .the operator console is available to provide additional support to the 
conference. . .conference status a list of present conference participants). 

Response to Arguments 

3 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 16 June 2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

32. With respect to applicants' argument at the bottom of page 14 of 15 of the instant 
arguments, in regards to the rejections of claims 1-28. Applicant contends that Hogan fails to 
disclose at least the following: determining that at least one participant has called in previously 
to the given caller and has provided a conference code that is at least related to the conference 
code entered by the given caller; and requesting that a new conference be created that 
corresponds to the conference code entered by the given caller. The examiner respectfully 
disagrees and refers applicant to prior art Hogan (Column 15, lines 1-15) which discloses a 
user's/participant's previous call to set-up conference using a conference code. Hogan, (Column 
19, lines 26-32) discloses reminding the user/participant of their previous call which is related to 
the conference code entered by the given caller. Hogan further discloses (Column 15, lines 33- 
35) that a new conference be created by creating a unique conference ID (code) that corresponds 
to the conference code entered by the given caller. The rejections made above for claims 1-28 in 
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conjunction with the answer to applicant's argument teaches or suggests all the limitations 
disclosed in applicant's claims. 

Conclusion 

33. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARSHALL MCLEOD whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3808. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 6:30 a.m-4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/814,861 Page 24 

Art Unit: 2157 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marshall McLeod 
/Ario Etienne/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2157 



